
MELISSA OGDEN EPKER 
 

2450-A Old Shell Road 
     Mobile, Alabama 36607 
     (251) 478-3044 
     Fax: (251) 476-9055 
 
EDUCATION 
 
  Southern Methodist University, 1994 

B.A. in Psychology and Sociology, Cum Laude, Departmental Distinction in 
Psychology 

 
  University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, 1998 
  Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology (APA-Approved) 
 
LICENSURE/BOARD CERTIFICATION 
 
  Licensed Psychologist, State of Alabama (08/2000-Present) 
  License # 1108 
 

Board Certified in Clinical Neuropsychology by the American Board of 
Professional Psychology (11/2002 - Present)   

 
CLINICAL POSITIONS 
 
01/2011-Present Jefferson Neurobehavioral Group 
   Mobile, Alabama 
 
10/2000–01/2011 Private Practice–Clinical Psychology & Neuropsychology 
   Mobile, Alabama 
 
10/2000–Present Consulting Neuropsychologist 
   Rotary Rehabilitation Hospital–Mobile, Alabama 
 
10/2010-Present Adjunct Assistant Professor  
   University of South Alabama, Department of Neurology-Mobile, Alabama  
 
11/1998–09/2000 Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Neuropsychology 
   UT Southwestern Medical Center Neuropsychology Service–Dallas, Texas   

 
 
08/1996–11/1998 APA Approved Internship in Clinical Neuropsychology & Child 

Psychology 
UT Southwestern Medical Center Neuropsychology Service–Dallas, Texas 

   Carrollton Independent School District-Carrollton, Texas 
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05/1995–08/1996 Practicum in Clinical Psychology & Neuropsychology 

Terrell State Hospital–Terrell, Texas 
 
05/1995–08/1998 Practicum in Adult Outpatient Psychotherapy  

UT Southwestern Outpatient Psychotherapy Clinic–Dallas, Texas  
 
05/1995–08/1997 Psychiatric Emergency Room Practicum 

Parkland Health and Hospital Systems–Dallas, Texas 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
09/1998–09/2000 Post-Doctoral Fellowship Research 

UT Southwestern Medical Center Neuropsychology Service–Dallas, Texas 
 
12/1996–11/1998 Dissertation Research 
   UT Southwestern Neuropsychology Service–Dallas, Texas 
   Dissertation Chair: C. Munro Cullum, Ph.D., ABPP/ABCN 
   Dissertation Title: A Comparison of Methods to Localize the Seizure 

Focus: Determining the Most Effective Predictors 
of Seizure Laterality  

 
08/1996–08/1998 Research Practicum 

UT Southwestern Medical Center Neuropsychology Service–Dallas, Texas 
 
09/1993–01/1994 Research Assistant 

Southern Methodist University–Dallas, Texas 
 
11/1993–05/1994 Research Apprenticeship/Undergraduate Honors Research 

Southern Methodist University–Dallas, Texas 
 
TEACHING & SUPERVISION EXPERIENCE 
 
08/2009-Present Supervision of Psychotherapy Cases for Psychiatry Residents 
   University of South Alabama-Mobile, Alabama 
 
08/2002-08/2006 Supervision of Psychology Graduate Student Internship 
   University of South Alabama-Mobile, Alabama 
 
08/1998–09/2000 Lab Instructor, Clinical Neuropsychology Course 
   UT Southwestern Medical Center Graduate Clinical Psychology Program 

 
08/1998–09/2000 Guest Lecturer, Clinical Neuropsychology Course 
   UT Southwestern Medical Center Graduate Clinical Psychology Program 
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08/1999–09/2000 Supervision of Psychology Doctoral Students 
   UT Southwestern Medical Center Neuropsychology Service 
 
08/1993–01/1994 Teaching Assistant 
   Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas 
 
 
ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE 
  
10/2000–10/2005 Board of Directors, Epilepsy Foundation of South Alabama 
   Mobile, Alabama 
 
08/1998–09/2000 Ad Hoc Reviewer 

Review of articles submitted to various neuropsychological journals, 
including Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, Neuropsychology Review, 
and Journal of International Neuropsychological Society 

 
02/2000–08/2000 Adjustment to Living with a Brain Tumor 

UT Southwestern Center for Neuro-Oncology:  Designed and implemented a 
six-week psychoeducational program for patients with brain tumors and 
their family members. 

 
01/1997–01/1998 Family Resiliency Project 

UT Southwestern Medical Center/Dallas County MHMR: Served as part of 
a multi-disciplinary team conducting six-week interventions with families in 
which an adult member has a mental illness.  Led psychotherapy groups for 
children and adolescents, focusing on the development of skills to cope with 
difficulties associated with their family member’s illness. 

 
PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS & MANUSCRIPTS 
 
 Connor, B., Ogden, M., Waller, K., Cullum, C.M., & Frohman, E.  (1998).  MMPI-2 and 
depression in multiple sclerosis.  Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 13 (1), 109. 
 
 Ogden, M., Lacritz, L., & Cullum, C.M.  (1998).  Assessment of semantic and phonemic 
fluency in aging and dementia.  Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 13 (1), 92–93.  
 
 Cooper, D.B., Epker, M.O., & Cullum, C.M.  (1999).  Lions, tigers, and bears, oh no!  
Differential effects of demographic variables of category fluency in Alzheimer’s disease.  
Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 14, 624. 
 
 Cooper, D.B., Epker, M.O., Lacritz, L., Weiner, M.F., Rosenburg, R.N., Honig, L., & 
Cullum, C.M.  (1999).  Effects of short-term repeated administration of animal naming in 
demented and non-demented subjects.  Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 14, 623–624. 
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 Epker, M.O., Lacritz, L., & Cullum, C.M.  (1999).  A comparative analysis of 
qualitative verbal fluency performance in normal elderly and demented populations.  Journal of 
Clinical and Experimental Neuropsychology, 21, 425–434. 
 
 Kaltreider, L.B., Epker, M.O., & Cullum, C.M.  (1999).  Memory functioning in 
Spanish-speaking patient with temporal lobe epilepsy.  Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 
14, 655. 
 
 Ogden, M., Lacritz, L., & Cullum, C.M.  (1999).  The Hopkins Verbal Learning Test as a 
brief measure of learning and memory in psychiatric patients.  Archives of Clinical 
Neuropsychology, 14 (1), 138. 
 
 Ogden, M., Saine, K., & Cullum, C.M.  (1999).  Quanitative and qualitative Rey-
Osterrieth Complex Figure performance before and after temporal lobectomy in patients with 
good seizure control.  Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 14 (1), 118. 
 
 Epker, M.O., Lacritz, L.H., Ringe, W.K., VanNess, P.V., Agostini, M.., & Cullum, C.M.  
(2000).  Wada difference a Wada makes: Comparison of two Wada memory tests.  Epilepsia, 41 
(suppl. 7), 94. 
 
 Epker, M.O., Mathews, D., Agostini, M., Lacritz, L., & Cullum, C.M.  (2000).  Gender 
as a mediator in the identification of seizure foci in temporal lobectomy candidates.  Journal of 
the International Neuropsychological Society, 6, 199. 
 
 Lacritz, L.H., Epker, M.O., VanNess, P.V., Agostini, M., & Cullum, C.M.  (2000).  
Psychological functioning and seizure outcome following temporal lobectomy.  Archives of 
Clinical Neuropsychology, 15, 712. 
 
 Pappolla, M.A. & Ogden-Epker, M.  (2000).  Oxidative stress and the amyloid 
conundrum.  What is the connection?  Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease, 2, 79–82. 
 
 Cooper, D.B., Epker, M.O., Lacritz, L.H., Rosenburg, R.N., Honig, L., Weiner, M., & 
Cullum, C.M.  (2001).  Effects of practice on category fluency performance in demented and 
nondemented subjects.  The Clinical Neuropsychologist, 15, 125–128.  
 
 Epker, M.O., Agnostini, M., Mathews, D., Lacritz, L., & Cullum, C.M.  (2001).  A 
comparison of methods to localize the epileptic focus.  Journal of the International 
Neuropsychological Society, 7, 211. 
 
 Epker, M.O. & Cullum, C.M.  (2001).  Quanitative and qualitative interpretation of 
neuropsychological data in the assessment of temporal lobectomy candidates.  The Clinical 
Neuropsychologist, 15, 183-195.   
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 Epker, M.O., Smernoff, E., Marquez, C., & Cullum, C.M.  (2001).  Semantic 
recognition errors in Alzheimer’s disease.  Journal of the International Neuropsychological 
Society.   
 
 Smernoff, E., Epker, M.O., & Cullum, C.M.  (2001). Cognitive functions in healthy 
adults with parental history of Alzheimer’s disease.  Journal of the International 
Neuropsychological Society.   
 
 Ogden, M. (2012).  The Neuropsychology of Emotion:  Introducing emotion into clinical 
practice. A review of Clinical Neuropsychology of Emotion by Yana Suchy.  Brain Injury, 26, 
199-200.     
  
 Epker, J. & Ogden, M. (2012).  The Impact of Pain and Pain Related Factors on 
Cognitive Functioning.  In Arnett, P. (Ed), Secondary Influences on Neuropsychological Test 
Performance.  Oxford University Press.     
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Cullum, C.M. & Epker, M.O.  (1999).  Cognitive Profiles in Epilepsy and Dementia.  
UT Southwestern Medical Center Department of Neurology Grand Rounds. 
 
 Epker, M.O.  (1999).  Verbal Fluency in Aging and Dementia.  UT Southwestern 
Medical Center Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center. 
 
 Epker, M.O.  (1999–2000).  Neuropsychology in a Neuropsychiatric Setting.  Monthly 
presentation to psychiatry residents, physician assistants, and nursing students.  UT Southwestern 
Medical Center, Department of Psychiatry. 
 
 Epker, M.O.  (2000). Coping with Depression.  UT Southwestern Medical Center 
Epilepsy Center. 
 
 Ogden-Epker, M.  (2001-2005).  The Brain and Behavior.  Yearly presentation to 
medical students.  University of South Alabama Medical Center.  
 
 Epker, M.O. (2004) Who Needs a Neuropsychologist Anyway?  Spanning the Challenges 
of Brain Injury, Mobile, Alabama. 
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